














Charming Den and

Breakfast Spot

An existing bedroom was reborn as
a comfortable den adjacent and
open to the kitchen. The den’s
focal point is a gas fireplace, which
is flanked by low bookshelves that
continue the circa 1920s cottage
theme. The den mantel and detail-
ing, which echo the modular pat-
terns of the trim used on the
staircase and the back wall, demon-
strate how new construction can
successfully incorporate an estab-
lished period look.

110 DECORATING STEP-BY-STEP

The architect replaced the origi-
nal double-hung windows with
fixed square windows that balance
the wall.

French doors and transoms flood
the cozy den and adjoining break-
fast room with natural light. The
charming breakfast spot, remod-
eled from a small back room, is a
favorite haven for savoring coffee
while leisurely reading the morning
paper. Harvey and Jeff decorated
with flea market finds, such as an
old-style soft drink dispenser and
buffet hutch.

above: This den and sitting area pro-

vide a homey spot next to the kitchen.
Cottage style is evident in the new fire-
place, complete with a simple mantel
and flanking low bookshelves.

These homeowners relied on a
little vision and a lot of effort to
revive a bungalow that was down
for the count. So if you ever find
yourself debating whether to fix up
a timeworn place, consider doing as
Harvey and Jeff did: Give an old
home another chance.
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